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who underwent a rhetorical training and profited practical!}
by it, such as Cicero, Pompey, Caesar, Mark Antony, and
even Augustus, are cited by Suetonius as unusual, lie states
that by slow degrees, rhetoric made itself manifest as a use-
ful and honorable study, and that many persons devoted
themselves to it, both as a means of defense of persona]
rights and as a means of acquiring reputation. The custom
of sending the youth to Greece to receive this rhetorical train-
ing, as in the case of Cicero, became established during this
period. The introduction of the Latin rhetoric school not
only supplemented the work of the Greek rhetorical schools,
but gave a much wider scope to this formal or rhetorical edu-
cation, since it affected a much larger portion of the popula-
tion. In 92 B.C. the censors issued the following decree: -~
" It is reported to us that certain persons have instituted
a new kind of discipline; that our youth resort to their
schools; that they have assumed the title of Latin Rheto-
ricians; and that young men waste their time there for whole
days together. Our ancestors have ordained what instruction
it is fitting their children should receive, and what schools
they should attend. These novelties, contrary to the customs
and instructions of our ancestors, we neither approve, nor do
they appear to us good. Wherefore it appears to be our
duty that we should notify our judgment both to those who
keep such schools, and those who are in the practice of
frequenting them, that they meet our disapprobation."
Both the similarity of the movement and of the attitude of
the conservative elements in, society to that of the transitional
period in Greece is indicated by this edict. Yet it is evident
that throughout this period the old Roman ideals and prac-
tices in education prevailed and that the process centered in
the home and not in the school Aside from the Indus, now
all but universal but always private in character and often
kept by a slave, the schools were an innovation and influ-
enced only a small element composed of the leading families,